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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN POSITION ON ILO ISSUES AT UPCOMING APRICAN 
LABOR MINISTERS' CONPERENCE 

REF: (A) LAGOS 4373 
NOTAL) (B) STATE 71 130 

1 . EMBOPP MET WITH LABOR MINISTRY’S ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR APFAIRS, B. E. UKPABI, ON APRIL 20 TO 
DISCUSSING PREPARATIONS POR UPCOMING APRICAN LABOR MINISTERS 
CONPERENCE IN TRIPOLI. DISCUSSION CENTERED ON ISSUES PACING 
ILO, PARTICULARLY PMG POSITIONS TOWARD ARTICLE 17 AMENDMENT 
ADN KEEPING BOOK CLOSED ON THE 1974 RESOLUTION ON ISRAEL (REFTEL 
B). UKPABI WAS NOT PORTHCOMING, COMMENTING ONLY THAT THESE 
ISSUES ARE "UNDER STUDY" BY PMG. NEITHER OP THE ITEMS, HE SAID, 

IS ON LABOR MINISTERS'S AGENDA, ALTHOUGH HE SPECULATED THAT 
THAT THEY COULD BE DISCUSSED DURING THE REPORT SCHEDULED TO BE 
SUBMITTED TO THE CONPERENCE BY THE AFRICAN REPRESENTATIVES TO 
THE ILO GOVERNING BODY. UKPABI SAID HE WAS NOT AT LEBERTY TO 
SAY JUST WHAT ITEMS WERE ON AGENDA, MENTIONING ONLY THAT A 
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REPORT PROM THE INTER-APRICAN COMMITTEE ON LABOR ADMINISTRATION 
WOULD BE PORMALLY DISCUSSED. 

2. UKPABI WAS EQUALLY EVASIVE WHEN ASKED IP PMG HAD DECIDED 
TO BACK ANY PARTICULAR CANDIDATE FOR POST OF ILO GENERAL 
CONPERENCE PRESIDENT. 
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3. COMMENT: UKPABI'S ATTITUDE REFLECTED NONCOMMITTAL POSITION 
EXTERNAL AEEAIRS GARBA TOOK DURING HIS TALK WITH AMBASSADOR 
YESTERDAY WHEN LATTER DELIVERED AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S LETTER 
CONCERNING CONTINUED USG PARTICIPATION IN THE ILO (REETEL A). 

WHILE DISCONCERTING, RETICENCE ON PART FMG OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS 
NIGERIAN STANCE TOWARD MAJOR ISSUES FACING ILO MAY SIMPLY REFLECT 
EACT THAT FMG HAS NOT YET EORMULATED ITS POSITION. LEADERSHIP 
MAY WELL WANT TO TAKE STOCK OE OTHER AERICAN OPINION AT TRIPOLI 
BEFORE MAKING A EINAL DECISION PRIOR TO THE JUNE GENERAL 
CONEERENCE. 

EASUM 
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